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  Career Development 

 

What did you want to be when you were 10 years old or less?  What was your passion?  

When I was this age I wanted to be a doctor. My mother was a nurse and I would look at and 

read all her nursing manuals and I was fascinated with anatomy and wanting to cure people. 

Since our family spent so much time with the doctor and his family that she worked for I knew I 

wanted to do the “fixing” and not be the assistant. As I continued reading I particularly became 

fascinated with the brain, how it worked, and particularly amnesia so I decided I wanted to be a 

brain surgeon.    

 

What did you want to do when you were 15 years old? 

By the time I was twelve or thirteen, I was reading a lot of crime fiction that my mom had so at 

this point I decided I wanted to be an attorney.  I was particularly interested in criminal law and 

this dream continued into my late teens.   

 

If you are older what are your most recent career dreams?   

For years after graduating high school I knew I would enjoy teaching at the collegiate level. By 

the time I finally finished my Bachelor’s, I felt certain this was the right direction for me.  

 

What were some forces that have shaped your early life?   

Positive:   

One of the biggest influences in my life is the love of reading. Reading has expanded my world 

beyond my small corner of the earth and given me the opportunity to explore different subjects 
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and areas of interest. My desire to teach higher education was influenced by an incredible 

professor I had in my undergraduate program who became a dear friend.  

Negative: 

Circumstances that happened in my teens and early adulthood changed my outlook on life and 

altered my goals.  While most of the circumstances were negative, I would not consider the 

outcomes negative and instead attribute the circumstances to my growth and how I developed 

into the woman I am today. 

 

How much of your dream is your own passion and how much someone else's?   

My dreams are definitely my own. My parents never interfered with my dreams and my husband 

of almost 22 years does nothing but encourage me to continue pursuing my dreams.  

 

Write a few sentences about the dream that is truly yours.  

My dream is to finish my Master’s and then continue with a doctoral program. While continuing 

my education, my goal is to become a TA so that I can gain teaching experience. As I am 

working on my doctorate I hope to have a fellowship so that I can teach courses. After 

graduating with my PhD my goal is to pursue a teaching career at the university level.  
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Career Plan Sketch 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 I was born in Oklahoma and I enjoyed small-town living until I was 15 and then moved to the 

DFW metroplex. I went from a big fish in a small pond to a small fish in a big pond and I think 

that had a huge impact on my personality and I can now see that is where my introverted 

tendencies began. From this life change I learned that close friends and family were the most 

important to me. Books were a constant in my life, even when I didn’t take school seriously.  As 

long as I was reading I was learning something new. I believe these formative years set the 

foundation for my love of learning and understanding there is nothing more important in the 

world than family.  

   

MY DREAM 

Personally, I want to be loved by my family and I want them to know beyond a shadow of a 

doubt that I love them and would do anything in the world for them. Professionally, I want to 

have a successful career where I am respected among my peers. I want to share my love and 

passion for productivity and performance improvement. 

 

PERSONAL STRENGTHS  

I have passion and determination to succeed. This dream is something that I have wanted for a 

very long time and despite the occasional hardships, I am not going to let anything get in my 

way. I need to develop patience for the learning process. I want to understand everything 
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immediately and instead I need to understand that sometimes I need to let things incubate in 

order to gain a greater understanding. 

 

PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 

Not only do I have excellent organizational and time management skills, but through my 

education I have gained so many skills including the ability to do a needs analysis, develop 

training programs, and perform evaluations. I bring the ability to navigate organizational cultures 

and generation gaps in the workplace. Through the Graduate Teaching Excellence Program at 

UNT I am gaining specific skills geared to higher education that will not only benefit me as a 

TA, but also as a professor in the long run. 

 

CAREER INFORMATION 

Because I still have so far to go in my education, so far, I have only gathered the education 

requirements for teaching at the university level. I am still intimidated by this job market as I am 

still so far away from being in it. That said, I know the job market is very competitive and will 

require a curriculum vitae that extensively reflects my knowledge and experience. Not only will I 

need teaching experience as both a TA and a TF, but I will likely need additional teaching 

experience through community college to add to my CV. To be considered for professorship at 

the university level I also need to be involved in research and be published as well.  

 

PRESENT PLAN 

2016-2018 

Continue Master’s Program- expected graduation- Spring 2018 
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Complete GSTEP program- Spring 2017 

Begin first research project- Summer 2017 

Apply for TA Position for Fall 2017 & Spring 2018 

Apply for Doctoral Program Fall 2017 

 

2018-2022 

Begin Doctorate program- Fall 2018 

Apply for TF Position for Fall 2018 

Work on research project- Fall 2018 

Write articles for publication 2018-2022 

Present at conferences, seminars, and trainings- 2019-2022 

Write critical literature review- 2019- 2020 
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